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them provided there is not too ynuch inter-
ference from Governments with plans for
sceialisation. Again I make a comparisen
vith South Australia beeause I feel that ouv
Government has not been progressive enough
in encouraging oversea firms to establish
industries in Western Australia. The motor
body-building industry in South Ausiralia
has developed into a very large employin:
ageney.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The largest.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Holden’s motor
body works received encouragement to
loeate the industry in Sonth Australia. The
South Australian Government, by makin:
eonditions very attractive, also induced th
British Tube Mills to loeate their manufac-
furing plant in that State. I kad an op-
portunity of secing the plant only a few
months ago and it is certainly a marvellous
plant. It has been engaged in manufactur-
ing munitions and now will do excellen
work to meet civilian requirements. Those
industries were established in South Aus-
tralia as a result of substantial encourage-
ment given by the Government of that
State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is where th
Liberal and Country Party members co-
operate,

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Yes, but we .arc
not concerned at present with .party poli-
tics. What we are eoncerned with are the
opportunities missed by the Government of
cur State. Only a few days ago the execu-
tive head of a Duteh firm wvisited Perth. He
was here for four days and I had the plea-
sure of having him to luneh at Parliameni
House. Nothing was done on behaif of the
Government until such time as T brought the
maiter under the notice of the Premier and
told him that a golden opportunity would
be missed if the Government did not make
some approach to the firm with a view to
getting it to locate its industry here. Thy
geovraphlcal position of Western Australia
is such that it would be & very desirable
place, I should think, for a Dutch firm to
conduet ity industry, it being the point
nearest to the Dutch colonial possessions. I
am pleased to say that the Premier did
contact this gentleman and an appoiniment
has been made for him to see the Premier
on his return. The point I wish to make is
that when the same gentleman sarrived in
South Australia, he was met at the aero-
drome and afterwards entertained by the
Premier of that State.
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Hon. BE. H. H. Hall: Probably our
Premier did not know that he was coming
here.

Hon., J. A. DIMMITT: Apparently not,
but the authorities in South Ausiralia seem
to find out these things for themselves. I
am led to believe that, as a resnlt of the
contact made by the Premier of South Aus-
tralia with this gentleman, there is a great
possibility of a substantial plant—a muni-
tions factory—being sold to the company
in whieh it will found at least part of its
Australian production plant. It was for-
tunate that I had known this gentleman
ever since he first came to Australia two
vears 2go and had an opportunity to intro-
duce him to the Premier. The Premier took
the opportunity offered; T give him credit
for that, but so many similar opportunities
occur and slip by, and that is why I have
made the comparison between what is done
here and the activities of the Government of
South Australia, which has been so success-
ful in inducing large manufactorers to locate
indnstries in that State. I deplore the fact
that onr Government has not been so alive
to the opportunities.

There is a task ahead of us which will
need the combined talent of all sections of
this and other Parliaments to cope with, and
I trust that we shall all berd our efforts
to make this world a better place for our
children to live in than the world we lave
experienced in our lifetime. I support the
motion.

On motion of Hon. E. H, H. Hall, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 858 p.m.

Wegislative Assembly.

Wednesday, 22nd August, 1945,

Paar
Questior;ts Housing, as to Workem' Homes Board 130‘
Vermin, as to repori of Hoyal Commiggion ... 304
Electricity supplies, as to extension to Mundijoug-
Serpentine dlatrict 304
Country hospitals. #s to Tequesta for “Bnanefai 04
Raﬂwnys. a0 th use of Collie confand o . 504
Cooking stoves as to lmports from South Ang
tralla 906
Personal extplmntlon, Mr W, Hegney ‘and unemploy- 205
Addreselo- -reply, tenth day .. .. .. .. 306

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.
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QUESTIONS. The ACTING PREMIER replied:
HOUSING. 1, Yes,
2, Yes.

As to TForkers’ Homes Board Costs.
- Mr. HOAR asked the Premier:

1, As the present day priee of homes
(£900-£1,000) now being huilt under the
control of the Workers’ Homes Board is un-
doubtedly a war inflated price, and is ob-
viowsly beyvond the eapacity of workers in
the lower wage groups to pay, has he given
consideration to bringing these prices more
into line with those that obtained for the
same type of building pre-war?

2, If so, has any decision been made
thereon, and what is the nature of the re-
lief, if any, to be given?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

1, The homes now being construcied by
the Workers’ Homes Board are being erected
under the Commonwealth Housing Scheme
for rental only. They are nof for sale.
Rentals are fixed at not more than one-fifth
of the family income, or the economic rent
(based on cost) whichever is the lower, thus
affording considerable relief to the lower
wage groups.

2, The State Government will shortly be
building houses under a day labour scheme
and every endeavour will be made to bring
about a reduction in the existing cost of
building. With the war now ended, a large
number of additional tradesmen should
shortly be available for employment in the
building industry and allied industries. This
wilt considerably increase the quantity of
men and materials available and should cer-
tainly bring about s material reduction in
the cost of building.

VERMIR,
As to Report of Royal Commission.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Premier:

1, Is he aware that at the recent Road
Board Conference delegales expressed re-
grot and disappointment that the report of
the Honorary Royal Commission on the
Vermin Aet was not available, although it
had been presented to the Government some
months ago?

2, Is it his intention to table that report
in the near future?

3, If so, when?

4, If not, why not?

3, Immediately after the report has been
fully considered by the new JMinister for
Agrienlture,

4, Answcered by No. 2.

ELECTBICITY SUPPLIES.

As to Extension to Mundijong-Serpentine
District.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Can he give any indieation as to when the
promised extension of electricity to the
Mundijong-Serpentine distriet will be made?

The ACTING PREMIER (for the Minis-
ter for Railways) replied:

A decision in this matter has been delayed
pending the supply from the district of in-
formation regarding the estimated number of
eonsumers and current consumption. When
the information is made available, a decision
based on that information will be made.

COUNTRY HOSPITALS.
As to Requests for Financial Assistance.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
Health:

1, How many hospitals in country districts
applied for finanecial assistance during the
year ended 30th June, 1945, for the purpose
of aequiring equipment and/or carrying out
improvements or additions?

2, What was the total amount of such
financial assistance requested, if any?

3, How many of such requests were
granted, and what was the total amount?

The MINISTER replied:

1, 49.

2 and 3, Thirty-seven requests were
granted for £3,801. The requests of the re-
maining 12 hospitals are under considera-
tion and the estimates of costs are being pre-
pared,

RAILWAYS.
Az to Use of Collie Coal and Oil.
Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways:
1, Is it the intention of the Commissioner

of Railways to convert the fireboxzes of a
large number of locometives to hurn imported
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oil fuel in place of our loeal coal, becanse
of shortages in the supply of the latter over
the last few years?

2, As the cause of these shortages, i.e,
lack of manpower, will disappear in the near
future owing to the termination of the war,
will he have inquiries made to ascertain the
wisdom of gpending large sums of money
for such a project, hearing in mind the de-
velopment of loeal industry and the use of
lis produets? ‘

The ACTING PREMIER (for the Minis-
ter for Railways) replied:

1, The present sitnation demands that
special measures be taken fo continue ser-
vices, but it is hoped that conversion of a
large number of locomotives to oil burning
~ will not he necessary. No modification of

fireboxes is involved and the change from.

oil to coal is a simple matter.

2, No large expenditure is involved, and
the economics of the position are eonstantly
under review.

COOKING STOVES.
As to Imports from South Australia.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister for
Works:

1, Is it a fact that Sonth Australia has
been exporting eooking stoves to Western
Anstralia during this year?

2, Are there not local firms with the neces-
sary plant to meet State manufacturing re-
quirements g

3, What reasons have led to the importa-
toin of stoves into this State?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes. .

2, Yes.

3, Insufficient manpower, particularly
nloulders, to utilise local plants to full
capacity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. W. Hegney and Unemployment.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara): I wish to
make a personal explanation. At the con-
clusion of my speech on the Address-in-
reply debate, I stated that 214 years after
the first world war there were no fewer
than 1235000 people out of work in Aus-
tralia, Last evening the member for Pin-
gelly disputed those figures and said there
were only 40,549 people out of work at
that time, according to the ‘'Commen-
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wealth Year Bogk.’! My figures were
taken from the census of April, 1921, and
I will now quote from the Labour Report
of 1940, No. 31, issued by the Common-
wealth Statistician. Aecording to that re-
port, unemployment arising from all eauses
in Australia in April, 1921, involved 139,400
males and 21,500 females, a total of 160,000
people out of work at the time I referred
to, not 123,000 as I said previously, and
many more than the 40,549 mentioned by
the member for Pingelly.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MER. HILL (Albany) [4.38]: At the out-
set I wish to express regret that the mem-
ber for Geraldton felt impelled to surrender
the Premiership on aceount of ill-health.
While I have been a member of this House,
I have never hesitated to criticise the hon.
member’s administration and find faalt
with his policy, but polities are not per-
sonal, and I desire to thank the ex-Premier
for the many kindnesses 1 received from
him. I sincerely hope that for many years
[ shall have the privilege of classing him
amongst the many personal friends I bave
made while I have heen a member of this
Chamber. I congratulate the member for
Gascoyne npon his appointment to the im-
portant position of Premier. T recall my
first meeting with him—he was then Min-
ister for Agrienlture—and our mayor pre-
dicted that he was a coming Premier. 1
trust that his time as Premier will be
short, but that bkis time in leading the
Opposition will be very long. I also con-
gratulate the member for Murchison on
his elevation to Ministerial rank. I pre-
sume we shall not now have from him the
very long speeches on monetary reform.

I might he dense, but I cannot see that
we can alter our monetary system or cre-
ate eredit without debt. I must admit that
I cannot understand what might be termed
high finanee. I believe that at the close of
the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, the Prus-
sians decided to make France pay for the
cost of the war, and to this end imposed
a very heavy indemnity. The result was
that the people of France worked hard and
patd the indemnity, thus ereating prosper-
ity in France and depression in Germany.
I belicve the position was so bad that Bis-
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marck is reported to have said that if there
were another war with France, and if Ger-
mapny won, one of the conditions of peace
would be that Germany would pay an in-
demnity to France. After the war of 1918,
the Allied Nations thought they would
make Germany pay. They could not ecol-
lect enough cash from Germany, so they
collected coal, and ships built in German
vards. The result was that (reat Britain
obtained ships and coal from Germany in-
stead of coal from Wales and ships from
the British shipbuilding yards. As one
English writer explained, it was not the
German people that paid the indemnity, bui
the coalminers in Wales and the men of
Britain.

Mr. Lamont, who was finaneial adviser
to the American Pesce Delegation at Ver-
sailles after 1918, gave an address on the
responsibility of American bankers., He
pointed out that at that time the Allies
owed billions of dollars to the people of
America, but that while America entered
the war in April, 1917, it did not go inte
the firing line until June, 1918, During
that period half of the debt contracted by
the Allies was ineurred. Mr. Lamont said,
‘“Suppose we had had the choice: What
shall we in America do—pay so many mil-
lion dollars for all time or sacrifice many
thousands of lives?’’ That choice was not
given; but it was what actually took
place. While Ameriea was providing the
finance, the Allied Nations were providing
men and making sacrifieces.  Mr. Lamont
sugrested that the American people should
take that fact inte consideration and wipe
out a large part of the Allied debt to Ame-
rica. Unfortunately, his advice was not
followed, with the result that there was a
depression in America.

Our State Parliament cannot introduce
a new monetary svstem. We must carry
on under the monetary system of the
world. I do not blame the monetary sys-
tem for the financial position of this State.
When we horrow money, we musi pay in-
terest on it until it is paid back. The
heavy debt on our railways, our ports, our
roads, and cther activities is due to the
fact that we have not paid hack money
‘borrowed to do the work. Taday, our rail-
wayvs have a debt of £27.000.000, which I
helieve represents practically cvery penny
borrowed and spent on the eonstruetinn of
the railways. Turning to omr ports, let us
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compare the port of Fremantie with the
position in Melbourne. Fremantle has had
over £3,000,000 from Consolidated Reve-
nue and is paying practically every penny
of interest on money borrowed since its con-
struetion, The Melbourne Harhour Trust,
befora 1939, had borrowed £9,000,000; but
the trust had paid off £4,000,000 and was
paying interest on only £5,000,000. Today,
Albany is charged with a loan indebted-
ness of £270,000 odd. The total expenditurs
on the port from revenue and loan money
sinee 1860 is only £217,000. We find also
that there has been a large expenditure of
borrowed money on roads, To a big extent
that expenditure was for the purpose of
providing employment. Roughly speaking,
before the war we spent about £170,000 of
loan money on our roads, and today we
have an interest charge of practically the
same amount.

I contend that it would have been better
to provide work for the unemployed out of
revenue instead of out of loan funds, We
have another example of this in the re-
clamation of the Swan River. I am not
opposed fo that work, but I am opposed to
its being carried out from loan funds. When
we set out to do our post-war work, we must
see that in horrowing money we make pro-
vision for repayment. I note that the (Gov-
ernment has appointed a Minister for
Transport. We will never get out of the
muddle into which our transport facilities
have drifted unless we have two things:
sound administration and a sound port
policy. I believe that the only activities
under the conirol of the Minister for Trans-
port will be railways and roads. I realise
that is similar to the system operating in
New South Wales. When I was over there,
I spoke to the Minister for Transport and
expressed the opinion that ports as well as
land transport shoald be under the Minis-
ter for Transport. Col. Bruxner did not
agree with me; he said that ports were an
entirely different problem.’

When one looks at the report of the
Maritime Services Board of New South
Wales, which is the authority econtrolling
the ports of Xew South Wales, and consid-
ors the finaneing of outports there, one c¢an
guite understand why no Minister would
like to control those ports. But in this State
we have the simplest port and transport
problem in Australin. In spite of that, we
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have not had proper administration; we
have not worked in with nature and used our
natural advantages as we should have done.
Onc of the greatest authorities on ports in
the world has said that, in order to be effec-
tive, ports must adapt themselves to the
changing means of transport. Our trouble
thronghout Australia is that we have not
adapted port poliey to suit the changing
means of transport. In the days of bullock
wagons and sailing ships, we wanted ports
wherever we could get them, In these days,
we need a limited number of big ports pro-
perly equipped—in other words, a modified
form of centralisation, Because we have not
adopted a modified form of centralisation,
we have centralisation carried to the ex-
treme. In no State and in no country have
I seen what I term this eancer of centrali-
sation existing in as bad a form as in our
State. We have the biggest self-governing
commuhity in the world. We have half our
population in an area a third of the size
of London,

This unfortunate state of affairs contri-
butes very largely to the fact that, while
we have been fighting the greatest war in
history, we have been, and still are, without
an efficient naval base. It also contributes
to the faet that the port of Fremantle is
badly congested; that the railways leading
to it are also congested; and that our naval,
military and commerecial activities are very
severely handicapped. I often think of the
late Lord Forrest, who was a persistent
advoeate for the development of Albany as
a naval base for Western Australia. He
also expressed an opinion that Western
Australia should be divided into three pro-
vinces, the ecentres of which should be Ger-
aldton, Perth and Albany. Had his vision
become reality, we would be in a much hap-
pier position in Western Australia today. I
am not going to worry about Geraldton.
For 18 out of the last 21 years, that has
been represented by a Minister or by the
Premier. But I make no apology for again
putling forward the case for the develop-
ment of Albany both for naval and eom-
mercial purposes.

My position in this House is more dif-
ficult than that of the Western Australian
members in the Federal House. During the
last 21 years the port whiech it is my pri-
vilege to represent has had only £131 spent
on it, The Sydney ‘‘Bulletin’’ spoke only
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the truth when it deseribed that port as
one of the finest natural harbours in the
southern hemisphere and the most neglected
port of the British Empire. We have re-
cently had quite an invasion of politicians
here from Canberra. When I read the re-
marks which they made, as published in
the Press, my mind went back to when I
wasg about 20 years of age. In those days
my ambition was to be a member or an
oilicer of our permanent military forces.
One of the books that I had to study was
Napier’s ‘‘History of the Peninsula War."’
One quotation from that book impressed
itself on my memory. Napier pointed out
that the Generals on the Peninsula would
write home to the politicians in England
asking for certain things. If it snited the
politicians to provide those things, they
were provided but, if not, they were not
provided, and if the General failed to do
the impossible he was recalled. When
vigtory was gained the politicians in Eng-
land threw out their chests and elaimed the
credit. I have here a cutting from a re-
cent copy of ‘*The Sunday Times,’’ which
reads as follows:—

tNavy Minister reveals figures, Government
spends £8,521,000 on Fremantle in four years.’*
Our Navy Minister and Prime Minister in
recent weeks have been claiming a lot of
credit for what they have spent and what
they have done at Fremantle. If they
claim the e¢redit for what has been done
they must also be keld responsible for the
failure, a failure which has severely han-
dicapped the whole of Australia and the
Allied Nations, to provide an efficient
naval base here in Western Australia. A
few days ago ‘‘The West Australian’’ pub-
lished a statement, by Mr. Chifley, headed
“'Defence of Western Australia.’’ I read
that statement with considerable inierest
and I will tell memhers a few facts that
Mr. Chifley did not tell the people of Aus-
tralia. Mr. Chifley referred to the epic tow
of the ““Ping Wo'’ and the ‘‘Vendetta''
from Singapore to Fremantle, I saw the
“Ping Wo’’ asnd the "Vendetta,”’ but
they were not at Fiemantle,

The ¢‘Vendetia’’ was towed from Singa-
pore to Melbourne. T will not forget the
day after she arrived in Princess Royal
Harbour. My little son, 3% years of age,
had been kicked in the head by a horse,
and after the doctor patched up the injury
he explained that it was not serious, and
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as it was the first time I bad met him I
asked how the lad was getting on, and ex-
plained that I was the member for the dis-
trict. The doetor turned to me and said,
‘“What are you politicians thinking of?
You spent those millions at Fremantle and
here you have a naval base ready made.’’
The next day my litfle boy was in the ward
with two of the petty officers from the
‘‘Vendetta.”’ They made a great pet of
him, and I suppose he was the only Aus-
tralian baby they had seen for years. As
you looked out through the hospital win-
dow you eould see U.8.8. ‘“‘Helland’’ and
her submarines which had escaped from
Manilla, and alse the ‘“ Vendetta’’ and the
“Ping Wo.” There they were, in the fin-
est harbour in the world, and fo protect
them there were two obsolete 6 inch guns
and no other facilities at all.

Before the last Commonwealth eleciion
the Prime Minister severely criticised the
previous Government for closing down the
work on the Henderson Naval Base. I pro-
pose to give members a few facts. Tt was
in 1910 that Admiral Henderson discovered
Cockburn Sound as a naval bhase. To place
the true value on that report we must con-
sider the events which led np to Admiral
Henderson coming to Australia. In 1900
the British command of the seas, won at
Trafalgar, was undisputed. The preamble
to the German Navy Aet of that year read
that it was not necessary for (lermany to
have a fleet as large as that of the great-
est naval power, because the greatest naval
power would rarely he in a position to con-
cenirate the whole of its foreces againzt
(Germany. In other words, Germany
thought that if she built a fleet and con-
centrated it in the North Sea she would
be able to deal with the British flect as the
Japanese dealt with the Russian fleet in
1904 and 1905—smash it 2 hit at 2 time.

After the Tusso-Japanese war the Bri-
tish Admiralty started in earnest to pre-
pare for war with Germany and eoncen-
trated everv available ship in the North
Sea. The AJ.P. and others in Australia
could not see that if the Germans were
hottled np in the North Sea they could not
attack Anustralia, so the erv went on,
Ve must have an Australian navy!’’ We
were then paving £150.000 per year to-
wards the npkeep of the ships that were
hased in Anstralian waters. The Govern-
ment in power propesed to snend £150,000

‘their generosity.
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on a local navy, That navy would have left
Australia at the mercy of a raider of .the
“Timden” class. The Admiralty objected,
and refused to allow Ausiralia to have a
local navy. Relations became strained, and
fortunately there was a change of Govern-
ment. The non-Labour Government that
took office shelved the proposal for an Aus-
tralian navy and increased the subsidy to
the British navy to £250,000 per year. In
return for that the Admiralty were keeping
in Australian waters a fleet which cost
£500,000 per year. Public opinion became
more and more in favour of an Australian
navy, and it was finally decided that Aus-
tralia should have a navy which would pro-
vide sufficient ships for locai defence, and
those ships, at the outbreak of war, would
be placed under the undisputed control of
the British Admiralty.

The British Government then showerdl
They offered to pay
£50,000 per year towards the Australian
fleet. Thiz, I am glad to say, was not ac-
eepted by the Australian Government, and
in addition the Admiralty made a present
of about £2,000,000 worth of docks, ete., in
Sydney Harbour. Now we eome to 1910. [
was present at the fort at Albany when
Lord Kitchener, accompanied by Lord For-
rest, made his inspection. I was then Com-
pany Sergeant-Major in the militia. Lord
Forrest, in conversation with one of my
friends said, “You have been neglected
here, but there is a change coming.” Un-
fortunately, the change that took place was
a change of Government. We again got a
Labour (overnment in office and Senator
G. F. Pearce became Minister for Defence.
He was a2 Fremantle man. .-

The Minister for Lands: He was in the
Senate. Fremantle does not want to pe
blamed for Sir George Pearce.

Mr. HILL: Fremantle should be blamed
for his colossal blunders. The people of
Fremantle teok him round Cockburn Sound,
and gave him a cheap meal, and said, “How
aboat making this a naval base?’ Members
need not interjeet because I tell them a few
facts whirh are unpalatzble. Befare Fre-
mantle harbour was constructed Sir John
Cnode considered the question of opening a
harbour at Coekburn Sound. but the pro-
posal was turned down on aceount of its
cost. ANl the available information on
Cockburn Sound was sent to Admiral Hen-
derson at Colomho. When he arrived as
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Fremantle he was met by Chief Gunner
Mutton, then D.N.O. in this State, and
Admiral Cresswell, First Member of _the
Naval Board. I believe Chief Gunner Mut-
ton is still alive and retired in Queensland.
He turned to Admiral Cresswell and said,
“Shall I go to Albany with the Admiral3”
and the answer was, “No, this is the place
here.” On the same day “The West Aus
tralian” practically told the Admiral that
he had to put the Naval Base at Coekburn
Sound. The Admiral paid only a flying visit
to Albany but, although he waz there for

a brief period only, he was able to despatch

the following telegram:—

Unnecessary to inspeect Cockburn Sound, Al-
bany in every way suitable for a naval base.

It was in 1910 that Admiral Henderson
came to Western Australia. In that year,
Admiral Lord Fisher was walking in bis
gavden and he said to 8ir Maurice Hankey
and Lady Hankey—

The war with Germany will commenee in
the autumn of 1914 and Admiral Jellicoe will
be in eommand of the Grand Fleet,

It Admiral Henderson had been allowed to
he influenced enly by strategie considera-
tions, he would have recommended that
Anstralia should not go in for the eonstrue-
tion of a naval base as the ships being
built for her were snfficient for local pro-
tection hut should put every penny avaii-
able into the construction of ships to be
based in the North Sea. Of course, if any
such recommendation had heen made at
that period, it would not have been ae-
cepted in Auvstralia. Tt took a war to dem-
onstrate the folly of the Henderson scheme.
In 1913, Senator Pearce commenced his
Federal election eampaign with 5 ceremony
in the course of which he took over some
land at Cockburn Sound on behalf of the
Commonwealth Government. A. few months
before this, Mr. Winston Churehill, who is
not unknown ilo the Empire, said that Aus-
tralia did not need capital ships but cruisers,
and he was taken to task by those great
naval “experts”, Mr. Andrew Fisher and Sir

George Reid- The Federal elections resnlted

in a change of Government and the new
Ministers took office. When they did so,
they found that work at Cockburn Sound
was being pushed forward in a most hap-
hazard manner. They decided to suspend
operations and bronght to Australia one of
the leading naval engineers available for that
purpose—Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice. He did
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not come out for the purpose of choosing a
naval base but because of the enormous
difficulties associated with the construction
of the naval base at Cockburn Scund. With
the outbreak of war in 1914—

The Minister for Lands: There was an-
other change of Government.

Mr. HILL: I admit that there was. In
fact, there was a dissolution of Parliament,

The Minister for Lands: And a double
dissolution at that., '

Mr. Styants: Who is telling this story?

Mr. HILL: In 1914, the Australian Navy
was placed under the control of the British
Admiralty. In fact, that change was made
a few days before the actual outbreak of
war, It was proposed that HLM.A.8. “Aus-
tralia” should be temporarily based—not at
Fremantle but at Albany. Had it been
necessary at that stage, all British warships,
apart from those stationed in British waters,
conld have been accommodated in Princess
Royal Harbour at Albany and King George's
Sound eould have provided for the balanec
of the Allied Fleet. The German warships
“Scharnhorst” and “Gneisnau” had sue-
ceeded in running away from- the British
China Fleet, and were reported to be off
New Guinea. H.M_A.S. “Australia” was de-
spatched after them and the flagship of the
squadron, H.M.S5. “Minotanr,” went %o
Albany. While based there, she éscorted the
New Zealand troops from Hobart and from
Albany to Europe. Incidentally, T was
standing on the parade ground at Albany
when I saw H.M.A.S, “Sydney” steam in to
coal for her fight with the German cruiser
“Emden.”

From 1916 fo 1918 there was a Federal
Public Works Committee in existence, the
members of which visited Western Aus-
tralia for the purpose of inspecting the work
at Cockburn Sound. It was obvious from
information gleaned at that time that the
cost of the work at Cockburn Sound wonld
be enormous, both for construction and for
maintenance. Early in 1918, T hecame a
member of the Chamber of Commerce at
Albany for one purpoge, which was to get
that body to advertise the faet in the East-
ern States that here in Western Australia
the Commonwealth Government proposed to
spend millions of pounds on the construc-
tion of a naval base within a comparatively
few miles of one of the finest natural har-
bours in the world. SBhortly after that, I
had the pleasura of entertaining the
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then Governor of Western Australia,
Sir William Ellison Macartney. Tt was
a warm day and His Excellency took

off his coat and with that his otfieialdom.
He had travelled exiensively and had a vast
experience, with the result that his conver-
sation dealint with his experiences was
most interesting. T turned the talk to naval
defence and got fhe surprise of my life.
IIis Excelleney said, “I was Parlizmentary
Secretary to the British Admiralty at the
time when Australia was negotiating about
her fleet. 1T cannot see that Anstralia can
carry out the Henderson scheme. It is far
too expensive and any fleet to protect Aus-
tralia should be based on Singapore.”

A few days afterwards, the then Minister
for Defence, Senator Pearce, visited Albany
where two of the leading citizens—the late
.Mr. A. H. Dickson who, prior to his death,
was very well known in Perth commereial
cireles, and the late Mr. Barnett, a leading
businessman at Albhany—interviewed him.
1 spoke to My. Dickson afterwards and ¢aid,
“Will you tell me what Senator Pearce told
yon? As far as I can see, he simply spoke
through the back of his neek.” Mr. Dickson
was rather indignant. He told me that
Senator Pearce had informed him that Cock-
burn Sound had been chosen as a naval hase
in preference fo Alhany because any likely
attack would come from the north and eon-
sequently it was neeessary to have the naval
hase situated as far north as possible. In
reply to that, T said, “But Coeckburn Sound
15 not the meost northerly port available.”
Mr. Dickson asked, “¥Which is the most
northerly port?” 1 replied, “Singapore.
Here is another question for you. Admiral
Henderson vecommended two primary naval
bases in Australia—one at Cockburn Sound
and one at Westernport. If he chose Cock-
burn Seund instead of Albany for the rea-
son you mentioned, why was Westernport
chosen as the other naval base. secing that
Westernport is the most southern port in
Australia?” I am still awaiting an answer
to that question. A few weeks after that,
Senator Pearce went to England, accom-
panied by the Minister for the Navy, Sir
Joseph Cock. I guarantee thai what the
British Admiralty told them was that they
must revise their attitude regarding the Hen-
derson naval seheme.

The Minister for Lands: What makes you
sav that?
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Mr. HILL: My careful study of the news-
papers af the time and what took place after
their return to Australia. Sir Joseph Cook
returned early in 1919 and when he arrived
at Fremantle a change took place in the
attitude adopted vegarding the Cocklurn
Sound project. Prior to that period, poli-
ticians from the Eastern States were accus-
tomed to visit this State and they usunally
said, “Look at our naval base.” Afterwards,
politicians kept elear of the subject until
1742, When Sir Josepb Cook retorned to
Melhourne and took his place in Parliament
he was asked by the then member for Fre-
mantle in the House of Representatives, Mr.
R. J. Burchell, what the Commonwealth Gov-
erniment was going to do ahount the Hender-
son Naval Base. 8ir Joseph veplied that
the fuestion of naval policy was an Tmperial
one and that the Government was bringing
out one of the leading Admiralty experts on
naval defence.

The Alinister for Lands: He was about
the fifth Admiral to come out, was he not?

Mr. HILL: No, that was early in 1919.
It was in May of that vear that Lord Jelli-
coe came Lo Australia, He @did not arrive
at Fremantle but went to Albany from
which he travelled to and from Fremantle
by rail. Tn 192(+ Mr. P. G. Stewart, the then
Australian  Minister for Works, accom-
panied by a Western Australian member of
the House of Representatives, Mr. J. H.
Prowse, came to Western Australia and
later on all work at Cockburn Sound was

abandoned. Mr. Prowse told me that the
estimated cost of the work there was
£18,500,000, Sinee then it has heen stated

in Parliament that the estimated cost for
the completion of the work was £10,000,000,
and that over £1,000,00¢ had been spent
there on work that had to be ahandoned.
In his veport Lord Jellicoe recommended
the formation of an Empire Fleet or rather
an Imperial Far Eastern Fleet.  Unfor-
tonately when finally war did break out we
did not have that fleet in the Far East.
After Lord Jellicoe’s visit, we had the
Washington Conferenee and the period of
disarmament. Somewhere about 1926 the
British Admiralty sent a confidential repori
to the Ausiralian Government. Although T
do not know what were the contents of that
report, I understand that it contained some
very favourable statements regarding
Albany. My, Prowse saw and read the
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veport, and I obtained that information
from him. Later when the Empire started
to re-arm, the controversy again flared up
regarding the relative megits of Albany and
Fremantle as a naval base, The Navy
wanted Albany to be chosen and the mili-
tary authorities took the stand that as they
had to fortify Fremantle they might as well
make one job of it. The politicians sided
with the military authorities, and it led to
a lot of arguing. Finally the Navy agrded
to accept Fremantle as its port, and it was
proposed practically to leave Albany out of
it as a naval port. However, when the war
broke out the naval aunthorities took a firm
stand and wanted a garrison maintained at
Albany.

Now we come to 1942, There was the £all
of Singapore. During that most critical
period of hostilities the U.S. submarine
mother-ship “Holland” was based at Albany
with her flotilla of submarines. - The “Hol-
land’ was followed by the Ameriean mother-
ship “Pelias””  From information I have
gathered I understand that once again the
naval authorities urged that Albany should
be developed as a naval port. Arrangements
wore being made with the Melbourne Har-
bour Trust to do what work was necessary,
and while the investigations were proceed-
ing, at Albany, rightly or wrongly, the local
people who eame in contact with visitors
who were dealing with the matter, gained
the impression that wires were being pulled
against the project. Works were put in hand
at the southern port and there were con-
structed four 1,000,000-gallon eil storage
tanks and seven 1,000,000-gallon petrol
tanks; and later again work was pushed on
at Cockburn Sound. I understand that the
Allics wanted a naval base here as a port
that eould he used as a base for an offensive
to be launched to the north of Australia.

A statement appeared recently that 30,000
Dutch troops were to be stationed in Aus-
tralia, and that seemed to indicate that the
offensive was to be carried out against the
Netherlands East Indies. When I was last in
the Eastern States I had the pleasure of meet-
ing Mr. Debenham, Chief Engineer of the
Marine Services Board of New South Wales
and the Chairman of the Melbourne Harbour
Trust, Mr. McKenzie. Those two gentlemen,
accompanied by Major Howse, Common-
wealth Director of Rail Transport, subse-
quently visited Western Australia. Their
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mission was to see what counld be done re-
garding Fremantle whick was to be kept
as a naval base and closed as a eommercial
port, and the commercial trade diverted to
‘outports. There was also a proposal for
the duplication of the railway line between
Bunbury and Perth. After that matter was
investigated, it was decided that the pro-
position was impracticable. Activities at
both Albany and Fremantle then eased off,
and I am of the opinion that, hecanse of
the lack of adequate port facilities in this
part -of Australia, the offensive which was
to have been carried out against the Nether-
lands East Indies had to be abandoned. The
troops who were to have been stationed in
Australia were sent oversea to be employed
in the uninteresting job of mopping up the
enemy in the Islands that in the earlier
days of the war had been by-passed, instead
of playing a big part in the strategy of the
Allied Nations.

It was stated in the Press last weck that
in March, 1944, an attack on Fremantle was
anticipated. The report went on to say that
all the shipping was cleared out of the Fre-
mantle harbour, What the report did not
mention, however, was that the two most
impertent ships, the “QOrion” and the
“Pelias,” two American mother ships, sailed
down to Albany for safety. I have heard
naval men refer to the Fremantle harbour as
a death-trap. We had a striking example of
that in January of this year. One burning
hag thrown everboard was responsible for
damage amounting to £500,000. One shud-
ders to think what would have happened had
our principal port had a bomb raid. There
is another matter which Mr. Chifley omitted
to mention. When Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser
visited this State he inspected the naval
base then being econstructed at Cockburn
Sound. He refused to use it, or could not
use it, and so work there has once again
been abandoned. I do not know how much
has been spent on Cockburn Sound during
the war period, but I have heard it men-
tioned that £3,000,000 was the amount.

I wish also to point out that in June last
H.M.8. “Duke of York” ealled at Fremantle.
There was a bit of a blow on, and so she
and a tanker picked up anchor, went to
Albany and anchored at Frenchman’s Bay.
Four weeks later our latest battleship
“Anson” had the same experience. I heard
one man put it this way: “Our two latest
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battleships came to Fremantle to be fooled,
and went to Albany to be fuelled.” The
tragedy is that despite the enormous expen-
diture on the attempted construction of a
naval base in this State we are still without
an efficient naval base. 1 understand the
Commonwealth Government is today taking
the attitude that Sir Bruce Fraser was only
considering the present war, and that we
must still provide a naval base at Cockburn
Sound for nse in the future. We owe a debt
to the Commonwealth and the Empire, and
so we should fight against any further ex-
penditure for the construction '-and mainten-
ance of a naval hase at Cockburn Sound,
while a few miles away we have one of the
finest groups of natural harhours in the
world. We ecan say that that group of har-
hours consists of a Pearl Harbour, a Scapa
Flow, a Bataan,
Corregidors.

I sincerely hope that if we must prepare
for another war, the places entitled to the
greatest consideration will be ehosen as naval
bases, and not places with the most political
pull. I would like to refer to the failure of
our railways to provide super to farmers and
to haul super from the ports. Only today
I heard a farmer sny that he bhad 24 toms
of super in his shed and that it was there
becanse he did not get it until the 22nd Jnne,
when it was too late to use it this year. At
present, our wheat has to be transported in
motor trucks at the rate of 5,000 tons a
week. Strange to say, when I speak against
the Henderson naval base, T am speaking
against the official recommendation of an
imported expert. Qur railway troubles today
are owing to the fact that our State Govern-
ment fatled to accept the advice of an im-
ported port and transport expert. We have
failed to. handle our goods efficiently for
reasons which I have previously wentioned.
We have not a sound transport administra-
tion or a sound port policy. Sir George
Buchanan, the expert to whom I referved,
arrived at Albany and advocated the develop-
ment of Albany as a port. -

Much of the trouble in our railways today
is owing to the faet that Albany, as a wheat
port or as a port for the Great Southern,
has been eclosed down in favour of Bunbury,
and Buanbury, on its pari, is clesed down as
a deepwater port. It is diffienlt to under-
stand why the blunder was made of putting
super works at Picton within a few miles of

two Gibraltars and two ~
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the Collie coalfields. Those coalfields today
need trucks to earry 500,000 tons of coal
per annum; and a few miles away are the
super works which, when fully employed, re-
quire trucks for apother 60,000 tons per
annum. In order to improve our railway
system I suggest that Sir George Buchanan's
recommendations be adopted. I would also
suggest that Alhany be made the port for
the Greal Southern district. It would he
necessary to provide super works there. I
wonll further suggest that a site be reclaimed
for those works and also for bulk-handling
facilities without delay. By having super
works on the waterfront, the sum of 3s. dd.
per ton would be saved on every ton of super
used: and the Great Southern areas today, it
those works were erected, would eonsume
about 60,000 tons of super per annum.

If Albany is made the port for the Great
Southern district. we shall relieve the con-
gestion on ‘the Collie-Brunswick seetion and
on the Swan View-Chidlow section. The
relief of those two sections would very con-
siderabhly assist in the improvement of our
railway service throughout the State. We
have a terrific job before us to win the peace
and to put our returning soldiers back to
work as they are demobilised. At the sounth-
ern end of our State today we have the larg-
est area of undeveloped land to be found in
the temperate zone. I have been producing
in that end of the State for over 33 yvears
and am confident of the future prosperity of
what I termed last year “our southern pro-
vince.” 1 sometimes think it would be a
grand thing if we at the southern end of
the State eould put a big barbed wire en-
tanglement midway hetween Fremantle and
Albany and form our own State, but I do
not suggest doing so. What T do suggest is
that the Western Australian Government
should extend to the southern end of our
State the same consideration which it in
turn would like to receive from the Common-
wealth. Western Australia is a very valuable
asset to the Commonwealth. It is a grand
State, with a grand future, and no part of
it has n greater future than the part which
I have termed “our southern provinee 1T
sincerely trust that in the period of recon-
gtruetion the people of Perth and Fremantle
will realise the vastness of our State and
take a comprehénsive view of its future, and
that Parliament will Jook at it with a hig
and broad mind.
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" MR, NORTH (Claremont) [5.24]: I de-
sire to compliment all those members of
this Chamber who have received promo-
tion. Ministers and the Chairman of Com-
mittees. In regard to ihe ex-Premier, I
just make the remark that he was wise to
retire and wise to remain.

The Minister for Lands: And wise to
take his place.

Mr. NORTH: The few remarks I wish
to make are nof altogether mew. I am
afraid that in this Chamber, as the years
go by, we all in a measure learn the general
outlook of each other. XNearly every mem-
ber who rises te speak after baving made
two or three speeches is inclined to repeat
or enlarge upon certain familiar subjects.

Mr. McDonald: They run true to form.

Mr. NORTH: As my Leader remarks,
they run true to form. That heing so, I

feel it is very diffienlt honestly to engage-

the attention of the House, although I do
appreciate the politeness, and often the sil-
enee, in which my speeches are received.
The first subjeet I wish to touch upon is;
I admit frankly, not new. I wish to say

a few words on the Grants Commission.

Western Australia, in my opinion, has
been very wise recently in realising that
we cannot very much longer continue the
policy of reeeiving a sort of dole from the
richer States. I wounld urge onee more
very strongly, as I tried to do before, that
there should be brought into existence a
development commission which world have
the power to provide finance in order to
improve the position of our State, its earn-
ing power, its prosperity and its wealth, and
thus relieve those other three ugly sisters
—1I refer to the old fairy story ‘‘Cinder-
ella’’—of their burden. It is unnecessary
tn enlarge upon that aspect, and I bring
it before the Government in the hope that
now the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments are of the same complexion some
improvement will be made in that diree-
tion.

The next matter with which 1 wish to
deal is a very unfortunate slogan that seems
to have got under our skin during the past
200 vears. Unfortunately, some humorist
in the Railway Department, seeing the let-
ters ‘W A.G™."" invented the slogan
““Iait a while.”” For some reasons which
are not altogether the result of State pol-
iex, but are due to the total effect of our
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political and public life for the past 20
years, certain projects which should have
been and could have been undertaken long
ago are only now—thank goodness—coming
to fruition. I refer to the Collie power
scheme, the standardisation of our rail-
ways, water supplies for farmers in the
wheat belt and such matters. We know
from our war experience what has been
achieved in the past five years and what
we could have achieved in the past 20
years. The most important thing which
we, as a State, have now to consider, is
the wiping out of that phrase ‘*Wait a
while.”” The only time when its use conld
be justified is on 2 cold morning when one
hears the alarm clock, if an alarm elock
can be purchased; I believe they are un-
procurable at present. On such an ocea-
gion it is very mice to say to yourself,
“Wait a while.”” Tn publie life, however,
it is a hopeless, psralysing erime. The
policy has not heen applied only in West-
ern Australia. Throughout Britain for the
20 years preceding the war that policy was
followed, at a time when Germany was
getting hack into the ring to have a eut at
us for a second time.

I wish now tv deal with a rather deli-
eate subject. the Liberal Party and Liberal
policy, in view of two or three remarks
which you, Mr. Speaker, allowed me to
make the other afternoom on a personal
explanation, I want to elarify my position.
The wording of my remarks when [
addressed the Speaker conld be amplified.
On that occasion I wished to state, as T do
now, that the Liberal Party is attempting to
build up its strength as a second party in
Australia separate from the existing power-
ful party which governs Australia, namely,
the Labour Party. In doing so it has this
slight difficulty that its members are at
liberty to express their own views. That is
laudable, and suits me, but it may be embar-
rassing for a candidate—I am speaking now
when the Fremantle by-election is passed;
it was not when I spoke previously—to
hear a certain policy advocated by the leader
of the Liberal Party in Western Anstralia
and supported perhaps in full by the Federal
leader, and af the same time to hear gentle-
men in another place exercising their fullest
right of freedom of speech by expressing
all kinds of contrary ideas. T wish merely
to say that, shortly, we have fen points, and
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the publie is justified in expeeting the policy
of the party to be embodied in those ten
points, or to be put forward by the leader.

Mr. Needham: Has it any poliecy? It is
all to pieces!

Mr. NORTH: I thank the hon. member
for interjecting. I noticed recently that the
Labour Party very wiseM fought to rid itself
of what is ealled the Communist menace. I
do not say that it is a menace, or that the
Communists bave anything to be ashamed
of, but I do gather that the Labour Party
does not wish to have any association with
those people. The fact that the Labour
Party is very powerful foday is a danger to
itself and to Australia. The time has come
when we must consider, in politics, the need
for maintaining two strong parties in the
country.

The Minister for Lands: You are not go-
ing to ask for some of our members, are
you?

Mr. NORTH : No, but I am going to make
a suggestion that may stagger the Govern-
ment. Any Government that faces the danger
of too mueh strength, and knowing our Con-
stitution which depends on two sides and the
balance of power, might have the initiative
to assist the weaker party with its organisa-
tion so that the weaker party could get on
its feet again. I believe in the same way, that
if both parties were to exchange their organ-
jsing secretaries for a spell, they could learn
from each other.

Mr. Doney: You are staggering us!

The Minister for Lands: You have the
majority against you.

Mr. NORTH: We would then be sure that
the futare of Australia would be safe
from those menacing bodies which seek to
govern without parties and through a totali-
tarian system which means that our votes and
our power to choose would go for all time.

The Minister for Lands: Are you speaking
to the hack hench?

My, Berry: I am wondering that.

Mr. NORTH : The members oceupying the
back bench are to be complimented on their
presence here in this Chamber heeause that
presence really supports the point I am
tryving to make. It proves, perhaps, that
the Oprosition is not strong enouzh or co-
hesive enough, and so enables these other
zentlemen to come forward with their dif-
ferent ideas which are interesting and con-
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structive. But they would not be so neces-
sary if there was a strong Opposition. The
Government will always do well if it is jost
in the lead, I do mot see, in looking round
this Chamber, any greedy faces. I do not
see any Opposition members hungry for
office. I have never seen the member for
West Perth trotting his time to become a
Minjster. I think he is very willing to be
where he is.
Mr. Fox: He is badly handicapped.

The Minister for Lands: He is in the
wrong stable.

Mr. NORTH: He is willing to do his duty,
under the Constitution, and help to maintain
the government of this country, and se give
us an assurance that tyranny will never come
over Australia, because therc is always an-
other side of polities.

Mr. Needham: Sour grapes!

Mr. NORTH: What I am saying might he
called sour grapes, but even so I am quite
coutent. I do feel that the Government c¢an
be too strong, not necessarily here, but rather
in the Tederal sphere. That expres-

+ ston can be left where it is, I will say that

I have not heard any unfair remarks from
the Government, nor has it attempted to
strike a struggling man when he was down!
But we need socmething to hold this Con-
stitution together, and the Liberal Party
must not he atlowed to become so weak that
it will go out of existence. I leave that
point, which is not evoking very much in-
terest or bringing much consolation.

I come to snother maiter which is of
greater interest to me and which was of great
interest to Sir James Mitchell when he was
Leader of the Opposition. But I am afraid
the point was not of much interest to the
House. When the subject was broached con-
versation used to start in a loud way. I
refer to the epoch-making remarks and ideas
of Sir William Beveridge in his work, “Full
Employment in a Free Society.” He deals
with many facts and figures which, in the
days of Sir James Mitchell, were important
in this State. This work seems to show that
we have guite a different future ahead of us
than was thought previously. He appears
to advoeate that we must borrow heavily for
at least 20 years in peacetime in order to
maintain the eirenlation of the people’s
money, and the purchasing of goods. I do
not say that he is right or wrong, but he is
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one who follows the ideas of other reformers
of the Jast 20 years who say that the existing
purchasing power from industry is not sui-
ficient to buy all the goods produced, and
that all these public works and borrowings,
which we have looked on with some concern,
are really of very great value. He makes
this new point which I think will interest
the House: Every member here—except per-
haps the Minister for Education who once
advocated what I am about to refer to—is
of the opinion that when we horrow
£2,000,000 or £3,000,000 for a peacetime loan
for publie works we are increasing the taxa-
tion of the people by reason of having to
meet the extra interest on that new sum of
money, which is over and above the costs of
the previous loan indebtedness and ordinary
taxation, That, T think, was a commonplace
axiom.

I did onee hear the Minister for Eduecation
say, some years ago, that under certain eon-
ditions he would advocate the borrowing of
money even for consumption. Sir William
Beveridge, in bis new work, picks up that
point and argues that if we are to achieve
a high level of employment, which every
party advocates, we will have to do it by
one means only, and that is by inereased bor-
rowing each year, just as in the war, but
not, perhaps, at such a great rate. He claims
something which to me is entirely novel, and
I find it diffieult to follow even today. but
I think the House should he apprised of
the information. It is that, by reason of
this increased borrowing, the increased work
and the increased money for private firms
to take up and spend on certain projects,
the extra work and wages would pay their
own way in taxation from the additional
workers who would otherwise be unemployed,
and that the new faxation wounld meet the in-
creased loans so that as the years went hy
the Government’s budgeting would be in a
more healthy position. There would be sur-
pluses instead of deficits and there wouid be
no extra ¢ost to the taxpayver. In faet he
assumes that, provided the interest is kept
low, and is subject to a lower scale year by
vear, the taxpayer—the heavy taxpayer par-
ticularly and the small taxpayer too—would
be in a hetter position, and would grow
richer. That is something absolutely novel
to me.
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Mr. Rodoreda: Mr. Scaddan had that idea
Years ago.

Mr, NORTH: I might be asked, “Why
quote Sir William Beveridge; he stood for
Parliament the other day and got thrown
out on his ear?” Well, so he did, but that is
not altogether a criterion because I can re-
member, in my younger days, when H. G.
Wells, who hasg been read by millions of
peaple who have worshipped at his fect,
stood for Parlinment and got nowhere, At
the very recent British eleetions Mr. J. B.
Priestley, who also has millions at his feet,
and who becomes so red that sometimes he
is put off from the B.B.C., and is later put
back again, went out on his ear. I can also
remember that, when Mr. Bruce was Prime
Minister of Australiz, he went ouf on his ear
because, I think, he challenged the picture
interests in America on some taxation.

Mr. Needham: Mr, Bruce went out on the
question of arbitration.

Mr. NORTH: Well, he went out on.his
ear nevertheless.  The Prime Minister of
Canada, Mr. MacIlenzie King, was also
thrown out on his ear the other day. Sir
James Mitchell also went out on one occasion.
To me it is no criterion that a speaker or
writer is utterly wrong because he loses his
seat in Parliament. That is no reflection on
us here, We can all shake hands with each
other and congratulate each other on having
been returned 12 months ago. If Sir William
Beveridge is right then we will see a very
interesting development in our public affairs,
and we will have to face the position that
arises. It is easy to run away from these
difficult questions, but we should face them.
There is a volume of opinion in Australia
today that priece control is all right for the
next two or three vears. In fact, I think the
State Premiers are being asked this very
day by the Prime Minister to renew price
control for three years.

Sir William Beveridge is trying to show
that in the ordinary peacetimes we have never
had a high level of employment. Even at
the top of the booms he claims there was
about 10 per cent. unemployment. In his
opinion it would be possible to have 97 per
cent. employment under his plan, and that
plan would include price control.  When
the word “boom’ is used we know that
it is merely a phrase, as it were, and
that it doex not mean that it will lead to
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the employment of all the workers but that
it means the rising of prices, inflation. Sir
William Beveridge pointed out that we were
likely to go well ahead of the figures hith-
erto never reached, except during wartime.
During the war price control became inevit-
able. We know that three years ago if we
had net followed the example of Britain and
other eouniries we would have reached the
position where we could hardly carry on the
war, so serious would price increases have
hecome. Prices have been held for three
vears, and less than one per cent. has heen
the variation.

The question we have to face is this—
if we are to aim at a high level of employ-
ment, which is not only popular but has the
very powerful support of a cleverly written
work with plenty of backing and expert
opinion, we then have to say to ourselves,
“What will happen ot the end of the threc
years of price control now envisaged in the
proposal before the Premiers?’ Are we go-
ing to say, “Business is getting back to nor-
mal and we can revert to ecompetition which
will be sufficient to hold prices’’? That is
the biggest question before the country to-
day. Must we devise or use some method
of priez eontrol, or ean we depend on taxa-
tion or other methods? No-one wants to face
what happened between the two wars, Ex-
cept under recent conditions we did not
have a high level of employment. This ques-
tion is a very important one, and I wish anv
Clovernment of the day well in its attempt
te come to a decision in the matter. Hav-
ing had onr experience we will know wha'
to do, if things begin to go wrong again.
for we learned what to do during the middle
of the war.

I will now deal with another subject. i
was very sorry to see some two or three
woeks aro in the Press an arlicle stating
that no-one in Australia had besun to taks
any interest in the tourist trade affer the
war, [ think this Chamber took a great
deal of inferest in it last session when, after
several speeches had been made, this House
carried a motinn with regard to the rehabil:-
tation of our tourist traffic. Ve are only
waiting for the proper conditions of peac:
to arize when no doubt the Government wi'l
hecome active in this matter. In facine onv
future and a-snming the ereation of a ~n-
crnmental hody in place of the Grants Corm
misston, we would be well advized to lonk
upon the tourist trade as one of the hirgest
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trades. As has been said before, Canada
made the tourist trade its biggest industr)
before the war, It loomed as more import-
ant than wheat production or any other i
dustry in the dominion. We know th.
claims that this State has to an extensive
tourist traffie. We have the finest climate
in the world and we have been complimented
upon it by people in San Franeisco whue
have erected a tablet praising the climate of
Perth. There is a good deal of work to
be done upon our vacant spaces.

What I am going to suggest now would
not cost the Government anything, and per-
haps after all these years of asking for
things it may agree to the proposal. I ask
the Premier to add to the portfolio of the
Minister for Forests one for a Minister for
Landseapes. If he would do that, and have -
a little alteration made to the Forests Act,
that would enable the Minister for Land-
scapes to do more than he can do by mereiy
planting trees as requested by some officer
or local authority vepresentative, and he
would be enabled to use the department to
transform the look of our countryside whern
ir ig not actually under eultivation. ITe could
embark upon a programme of imiproving
the appearance of our ecounhy roads by
means of avenues of trees and clumps of
trees at spots where today there is very
little to look at. If we intend to embark
upon an extensive tourist policy that s
something which can be dealt with, taken nn
slowly at first, but something that may lead
to the transformation of the appearance of
the South-West, where the rainfall is ~o
good, by the introduction of European trees
and other landscape effects all of whieh
would tone in with other works and activi-
ties associated with the reconstruction per-
iod. I remind members that a motion to
ibat cffect was passed last session. I hope
the Government will come to the eonclusion
that the policy of attracting wealth to West-
ern Aupstralia in this way will not ¢lash with
the large industries of the Eastern States,
where people are jealous of our attempis to
develop enterprises  that would constitute
rivals to their own,

Alv last peint in eonnection with publie
afTairs of this nature has to do with power.
I am not referring to power sehemes which
have heen dealt with before. The Govern-
ment bhere has an opnortunity to do some-
thing pleasing and useful, namely, to bring
abont a svstem of uniformity of rates for
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power units of electricity. In the metro-
politan area we have a water supply in con-
neetion with which the sume rates are
charged everywhere. It is a uniform rate.
Then we have an expensive eleetric power
station at East Perth which uses hundreds
of thonsands of pounds worth of coal
hrought from Collie. When one inquires
in the metropolitan area as to what rates are
charged for ecurrent from East Perth
one finds oneself in a maze, becanse all kinds
of different rates are in operation. Yester-
day the member for West Perth referred to
the dawn of the new age. He said, dealing
with a motion he was supporting, that 1945
might be the year of the birth of a new era.
If that new era is to have any effect in the
thousands of homes that we hope will be
built we must see that the housewife, par-
ticularly if she has to rear a large family,
has the opportunity to possess all kinds of
iabour-saving devices, which could more
rendily come to her deor if a uniform and
yeasonable rate were charged for electrie
current.

I know this may be regarded as an in-
vidious subjeet. There are many men in
the Couneil Chambers who are engaged in
business or are otherwise mercantile-minded.
When I was Mayor of Cottesloe I know how
fempling it was to do something that would
please the ratepayers and give them low
rates on their properties. It is easy fo make
a good fellow of oneself by agreeing to some
such proposal. In order to do that the coun-
cil would have had to agree to imposing a
charge of 4d. or 5d. per unit for current,
by which means it would have been possible
to reduece the peneral rates. 1 am glad to
say lhat the Coitesloe Municipal Couneil
resisted the temptation. It receives its current
direet from the East Perth Power House and
for 20 vears it has been refailed at 1d. or
1¥d. to the ratepayers for domestic use.
Anyone in the district who wishes to avail
himself of the benefit of modern seience in
his home can do so. In other suburbs, where
bnsiness men are in aunthority, they were
unable to resist the temptation. They con-
sidered that the lowering of the rates was
of more importance than of supplying enr-
Tent as near as possible to the price at
which it was given to the loeal authority.

Mr. Doney: How about extending the uni-
form rates for lighting and wafer to em-
brace country distriets?
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Mr. NORTH : That sounds all right to me,
but T should like fo hear the hon. member on
that subject.

Mr. Doney: The bon. member is “passing
the buck.”

Mr. NORTH: 1 admit there are two
sides to the question. When I was in Dur-
ban many years ago, coming back from the
last war, we were told that the council im-
posed no rates at all. The guestion arose,
who found the money?

Mr. Doney: What was the taxation like?

Mr. NORTH: There were many attrae-
tions for visitors, merry-go-rounds and so
forth. I was told that Durban lived on the
visitors from Johannesburg and fleeced
them well with the result that no rates had
to be imposed. Can we as a Parliament
Jjustify the present variations in the elee-
tricity rates? Is it right that the owner
of a house should benefit at the expense of
the actual consumers of ecurrent? I
have been told that there are suburbs where
& charge is imposed that is 3d. higher than
the rate charged at Cottesloe, in other words
300 per eent. higher. If the housewife is
to bring up a large family, and he possessed
of dishwashers, eleciric cookers and the
like, she must have her eurrent at the lowest
possible price. We know that one electrical
chicef, giving evidence hefore a Commission
in the first 'year or two of the war, said
that if he had his way he would reduce the
charge for current to the householder to 34d.
per unit for power, even if it were neeces-
sary to give subsidies to make up the dif-
ference.

Mr. J. Hegney: That would be a good
thing for the people who used the homes.

Mr. NORTH: This is a very vital ques-
tion. It may be possible by means of a
round table conference to arrive at a uni-
form basis amongst all the suburbs of the
metropolitan arca. It would be a mistake
to start the new era without arranging for
enrrent to be supplied to the people as near
as possible to the eost of production. There
should be no profiteering in electrie current,
which should he supplied as cheaply as pos-
sible. I now wish to deal with another mat-
ter, namely the question whether we are
getting suflicient pews about ourselves in
Western Australia. Every day I am asked,
“Ys Parliament sitting? Will it sit next yeard
Does it ever sit?’ If I do happen to be
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away for two or three days and read the
newspaper to find out what is going on in
the Chamber it is very hard to ascertain
whether it is sitting or not. When we are
present, however, and hear the speakers we

, know what is going on, we read the accounts
in the newspaper and everything seems per-
fectly good. We are reminded of what has
been happening and we get a good impres-
sion, but the people outside do not.

The Press space is limited, though I
sometimes regard the Fress reporters as wiz-
ards for the way they condense the matter.
Their efforts in this direction are really
miraculous, and many times I have had
reason to thank God that I have  heen
spared in this way during my most danger-
ous and heretical moments—so often have
my remarks been toned down and not
much prominence given to them. The
people in their homes are not kept properly
informed of the proeeedings in this Cham-
ber. Years ago, Mr. Burgoyne munsed to
write s summary of the proceedings in
Parliament each week. This, together with
the ordinary Press reports, did give a very
good size-up of the week’s work. When
the war with Germany ended, Mr. Chifley
and Mr. Mensies spoke over the broadeast-
ing system, and I think it will be admitted
by those who listened-in that that hroad-
cast of the speeches right from the seat of
government at Canberra was very grati-
fying, The people appreciated those
speeches, and I have since read in the
Press that Mr. Menzies, for one, has sinece
become a eonvert to the broadcasting of
certain matter from ‘the! Parliamentary
Chamber. I consider that if we are going
to start the new era satisfactorily, we shall
have to make provision for microphones
in this Chamber. My idea is that they
would not he used constantly, but certain
features would he of inferest to many
people.

The Minister for Lands: Do not forget
that little piece of wood hy which listen-
ers conld turn it off.

Mr. NORTH: In these days of mecha-
nical wizardry. mierophones could bhe in-
stalled, but probably it would depend upen
the operators at the hroadeasting station
whether the speeches were put over the
air. At any rate, those people would un-
derstand what the public wanted in the
way of broadeasts.
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The Minister for Lands: I do not know
whether they would.

Myr. NORTH: At times exeellent speecles
are made in this House, and I am sure
many people wonld like to hear them.

Mr. Thorn: Not the destructive ones.

" Mr. XORTH: Perhaps on some sitting
days the stations would not tune in to Par-
liament at all. This country is spending
over £13,000,000 a year.

Mr. Thorn: We would want to know the
political views of the person.

Mr. NORTH: We might take it turn and
turn about. One day a week might be re-
served for broadecasting Government husi-
ness, and so on. We do not often hear
you, Mr. Speaker, make speeches nowadays.
Years ago, when vou did speak from the
floor of the House, we enjoyed listening to
you, except when yom attacked the Bar,
but ean I persuade you to suggest to one
of our newspapers, perhaps ‘‘The West
Australian,’’ the idea of reviving the
weekly eolumn of Parliamentary news and
also giving us, through Mr. Burgoyne or
someone else, the expert publicity we used
to get so thal people will be enabled to
learn semething about the proceedings of
Parliament? T do not intend that this
publicity should consist of a mere veport
of actual speeches.

Mr. Leslie: Ave you in leagne with 1lr.
Burgoyne?

Mr. NORTH: In what way?

Mr. Leslie: You seem to be giving him
prominence.

My. NORTH: The point I wish to make
is that the people are not properly ap-
prised of the work done in this Chamber.
They are entitled to know what is going
on, and there should be provision to make
it known,

Mr. J. Hegnev: The speeches of moem-
bers are reported by f‘Hansard."’

Mr. NORTH: The last thing I would
suggest is that there is anything wrong
with the “*ITansard’’ reporting. It is first-
class, hut it might be supplemented in the
way I have suzgested. If the Press feels
that Parlinmentary news is of no interest
to the public, we might do something
throngh ** Hansard.”’ I have been informed
fhat in ether parts of the world, the weekly
numbers of ‘“Hansard’’ are aceompanied
by advertisements, and that thevy have 2
targe eciveulation.
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The Minister for Lands: For the adver-
fisements!

Mr. XORTH: 1 would not suggest that
copies of ‘*Hansard’ should be distributed
wholesale, but if the Press is not prepared
to give our proceedings a eolumn of space
each week, a committee of this House
might select from ‘‘Hansard’’ certain fea-
tures each week which, accowmpanicd by
advertisements, might be put into circula-
tion amongst people who desire more news
of Parliament and its work. There are
many people in the eity who would like to
know what is going on here. The ridicu-
lous questions addressed to members show
that. A month ago I aitended a Liberal
Party meeting; it meets sometimes.

Me. W, Hegney: According to the Dep-
uty Premier of Victoria, it will be meeting
again shorily.

Alr. NORTH: At the meeting I refer to,
a memher of the Liberal Party gave an
address to a gathering of electors, and the
subjeet was based on what this House is
like, what Parliament means, what members
do here, who may vote, how to vote, and
suchlike matters—a sort of kindergarten.
"Byt that man had realised what the position
is. The people have so long been reading
the news of Parliament as through a sort of
pauze screen and the information reaching
them has heen so misty that they know very
little about Parliament. They think that
meinbers are supplied with meals and drinks
free of charge. They also think that mem-
bers pay no income taxation. All of them
think that. :

The Minister for Works: Except the mem-
_bers of Parliament.

Mr. NORTH: Yes. Many people are
under the impression that a member only
has to mention in this House that some-
thing is needed in his distriet and it is sup-
plied on the following day. A month ago
some clectors in my distriet took the Min-
ister for Education and me to task regard-
ing a bridge over the railway line at Cottes-
loe station, For years my reply has
heen thal the bridge is the concern of the
member for North-East Fremantle, but my
clectors will not aceept that now. They
claim that just as many people from Cot-
tesloe as from XNorth-East Fremantle use
the bridge. They think that a memher has
onlv to ask for a new subway eosting
£20,000 or a new ticket-office and it will bhe
supplied within a few weeks. Their com-
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plaint is that members do not ask for these
things. This illustrates the idea many people
have of Parliament and of the power of mem-
bers to deal with these problems. I felt that
the lecturer I referred to did well in deal-
ing with matters affecting Parliament in a
kindergarten sort of way. There is room for
publicity of what members have fo do, what
we succeed in achieving and of the problems
that lie ahcad. I am not dealing with this
matter flippantly; in my opinion, it is one
that needs attention.

The Minister for Works: Did the meeting
appreciate your address?

Mr. NORTH: I did not give the address;
it was given by a valued member of the
party, a member of standing, and it was a
good address. 1 would Ilike wyou, Mr.
Speaker, to make representations to the
Press along the lines I have suggested and
if yon fail, arrangements might be made to
issute weekly snapshots from “Hansard” and
support them with broadeasts. If such infor-
mation were published in pamphlet form,
it tould be readily placed. We might sue-
ceed in having the copies sold to local aunth-
orities. The local authorities get a very
good run for their money in the Press. If
somehody sneezes at a eouncil meeting or
knocks over a bottle of ink, it is all over the
place.

The Minister for Works: What, the ink?

Mr. NORTH: If some of the local auth-
orities were sufficiently interested to dis-
tribute these snapshots of Parliamentary
proceedings taken from “Hansard” and sup-
perted by advertisements, quite a large hody
of people in each distriet wonld be reached.
I would suggest having a frame set up out-
side each town hall and road board hall in
which shonld he displayed notices affecting
the member for the distriet, what he has to
do, and these reports from “Hansard.”

The Minister for Lands: I think you are
trying to get some of us the sack!

Mr. NORTH: If the right matter were
cireulated amongst the people really in-
terested in polities, they would get the in-
formation they desive to have and the Hounse
would get the publicity it needs. If sueh
pamphlets were disiributed by the thousand,
they would prohably get into the hands of
many people who would not appreciate
them and thus we would be doing more
harm than good. That is the last thing T
should want to happen.
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Mr. Doney: Will not you say a few words
about the proposed site for the new gaol?

Mr. NORTH: T had intended to speak of
that, but time will not permit. I am grateful
to members for the interest they have shown
in my remarks, though T have not dealt with
any abstruse subjeets.

The Minister for Works: Is there much
demand in your district for ecopies of “Han-
sard™?

My. NORTH: Thore ix a select band of
people who want to know everything that
occurs in this House and look forward te
getting “Hansard” each week, but there are
thousands of others who have not cultivated
the habit. It might be that if little snap-
shots were cireculated ecach week, many other
people might be encouraged to take an in-
terest in Parliament who today know little
of it or its work. It would he all to the
good if those people could be raised to a
higher plane and induced to give some
thought to the affairs of this State.

Sitting suspended. from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. LESLIE (}Mt. Marshall) [7.30]: I
wish to take advantage of this opportunity
-to express my congratulations to those who
kave been elevated to positions in the Gov-
ernment of the State to which many people
look with envy, but without a realisation of
the responsibilities attaching to those offi-
ces.  With regard to some of the remarks
made during the dehate on the Address-in-
reply, for once in a while I have to confess
that T agree with what the member for East
Perth said concerning his dislike of the
word ‘“reconstruetion.” I think he must
have been reading my mail, because I said
that some months ago! I, too, do not like
the use of the word; because to me, as to
the member for East Perth, it sounds too
mueh like returning to the order we knew,
Perhaps the hon. member and I look -on
that order in different ways. We hear a
lot said, particularly from his side of the
House, about the need for full employment.
In the pre-war years, we may not have had
every person in employment; but, in my
opinion, in view of the progress we have
made scientifically, we have had over-employ-
ment of the individual in a country like
ours, which is supposed to be civilised and
advanced, We have heen and are living in
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a mechanical age, an age which has followed
years of investigation, and research, and
suceessful invention.

All that has happened to us as a resulf of
the progress the world has made is that we
have become slaves to the machines we have
set up; and instead of easing the burden of
living, we have actoally made it harder. I
suggest that we should change the cateh-ery
from full employment to one of easing the
burden of living. We have made certain
advancement in the easing of the working
conditions of industrial workers. Amenities
have been provided for them; their hours
have been shortened; and their working con-
ditions generally have been improved in a
smail way. But when we consider condi-
tions which prevailed a eentury ago, when
a huge amount of the work necessary to
keep men alive had to be done by hand in-
stead of by machines, and -fnd that the
hours they were employed in trying to earn
a living were not many more than the hours
we are compelled to work now, I think we
maust admit that theve is something definitely
wrong somewhere in the present order. It
is not full employment we want; it is a
question of making sure that everybody has
a living, and that everybody enjoys the
benefits of civilisation. We are an advaneed
nation, hut I see very little difference be-
tween our position and that of the people
we term the backward races of the world.
We have to sirive as hard as the Afrieap
black or the Papuan nigger and, inecident-
ally, we starve as easily.

The Minister for Works: But not as often.

Mr. LESLIE: We may not starve quite
as often, but we starve n¢vertheless. And
those people do enjoy a measure of free-
dom. To my way of thinking, the only real
advanee we have made in this scientifie age
i1s that, instead of going head-hunting, in-
stead of organising raiding parties on neigh-
bouring tribes in order to steal their eattle
or the produce from their gardens, we now
organise to fizht aganinst one another in-
dividually, in order to obtain privileges and

positions. That is the stage to which we
have advanced. We are not one whit better
off.

Mr. Graham: Ts that not the essence of
capitalism?
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Mr. LESLIE: Certainly not! In view of
the cry that has been made about the need
for employment, and the fact that the peo-
ple who advoeated improved conditions for
the working man harp on the gquestion of
work for all, I contend that the party fo
which the hon. member belongs is the one
which is trying to maintain the existing
order. Tt is necessary for us to change our
estimate of values in life, and instead of
making machines and money and work our
gods wo nced instead to ease the burden
of living. Scientifically, we have advanced.
We have wirelesses, and motorears, and
faney curtains and carpets and ali that sort
of thing

Mr. Thorn: And the atomic bomb!

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. All these things have
been added to our lives, but all they have
brought are added burdens. Our lives have
been speeded up so much that people are be-
coming physical and nervons wrecks in
order to keep pace.

Mr. Fox: What is the reason for that?

Mr. LESLIE: The reason is that there
is a wrong ontlook on life. One of the rea-
sons is that the Labonr Party has not
changed its views for the last century.

Mr. W. Hegney: We have not changed
our name, either!

Mr. LESLIE: For the party to which the
hon. member belongs to change its name would
be the least important move. It is the things
the party does that count. We still hear
talk of. a reduction of the hours of em-
ployment by another hour a week. We still
hear about the paying of big salaries. Never
mind what is done so long as there is a big
cheque for the work, irrespective of what it
costs 1o live and carry on! In the early days
a zood job was done, when such reforms as
the abolition of child labour—literally slave
labour—were effected. They were excellent
reforms; but now we hear the same old
cries of the need for full employment in-
stead of the need of veleasing men from
heing -slaves to machines.

Mr. W. Hegney: Who was it that fought
for the changing of the conditions te which
vou have referred?

Mr. LESLIE: The particular section of
the community represented by the Labour
Party has received the higzgest gain from
scientific advancement. Its members have
enjoved improved industrial conditions.
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They have had a reduction of hours and
better working conditions. But what has
the man outback gained from this scientific
advance? He still works from dawn to dark
as be did a century ago. He still works the
sume hours, and there has been no lessen-
ing of the volume of his work. This is a
mechanical age, but what has it done for the
farmer? It bas merely inecreased his burden
of worry, and he has been compelled to meet
the cost of the mechanical aids necessary to
enable him to intensify his efforts. He is not
one whit better off than were those who, a
century ago, went into a paddock with a
hee to till the ground, While oversea, 1
saw the primitive conditions under which
the Arabs in Palestine work with a pointed
piece of wood for a plongh,

Mr. Withers: That is where the hon.
member got his inspiration,

Mr. LESLIE: Possibly I did, but I en-
deavour to see what goes on around me and
profit from what I see instead of living in-
side the same fence all the time. In Pales-
tine, of course, they have their political
troubles. They do not like Britain’s migra-
tion policy and so on; but they are reason-
ably content, and their standard of living
is good, in spite of the fact that they have
no iractors and no 14-disc ploughs to get
over fen ftimes the ground their forefathers
traversed years ago. They still cultivate
sufficient to keep themselves comfortably
alive and have a sufficient amount of leisure
to enjoy the pleasure of living.

Mr. Holman: They still have their rich
and poor.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, beeause they still
labour under old land laws which we have
not.

Mr. Fox: Are you in favour of a shorter
working week?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: I am in favour of men
and women profiting from scientific ad-
vanees, whether by enjoying a shorter work-
ing week or no working week at all! T am
in favour of people enjoving the benefits of
eivilisation.

Mr. Fox:
the House.

Mr. LESLIE: I am endeavouring to con-
vert people on the hon. member’s side of
the House to a proper point of view.

Mr. Watts: Tt will be a Herculean task.

You are on the wrong side of
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Mr. LESLIE: My friends on the other
side of the House are possibly thinking of
their nationahsation or socialisation policy.
My opinion is that the implementation of
nationalisation or socialism would mean
the perpetuation of the evils that existed be-
fure the war; the putting into effect of that
policy would be the tumning of every one
of us into slaves of employment.

Mr. Thorn: Too right!

The Minister for Works: What is social-
ism¢

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Were you nol a
slave to the banks when you were farming?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. memw-
ber will address the Chair and not mind
interjections.

Mr. LESLIE: We have been slaves not
only to the banks bul also to the people em.
ployed by these who provide the where-
withal to the man in the country to enable
him to increase his produetion to meef de-
mands. We have been told there has been
over-production and that beeause of that
farmers went broke. There has been a de-
featist attitude set up in the post-war re-
construetion scheme that we must not over-
produce for fear of collapse. There has
never heen such a thing as over-production
in the world. We bad wheat lying idle in
our own country, while our own people were
starving. There were markets for that
wheat; but because we were not prepared
to see the goods given to the people that
needed them, beeause we wanted to main-
tain this great standard of living, as we call
it, we said, “No, let half of the people starve
so that the other half can live.” The mem-
ber for Pilbara amplified that policy when
he mentioned in his speech, econcerning
vocational fraining in the post-war period,
that we must look to the absorptive capacity
of industry and make sure we do not flood it.
He referred to the absorptive capacity of
industry, in other words, the policy of “What
T have T held, and the devil take the hind-
most”; and the fighting man, the man most
deserving of consideration, must return to
the pick and shovel, so that the so-called
absorptive eapacily of industry shall not
bhe exceeded.

For the first few years after the end of
the war there will be a shortage of labour,
and every one of us, including members of
this Parliament, will have to work hard
in order i{o make up the leeway that has
resulted from the war. But there will come
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a time when that leeway will have been
made up, it doe: not matier what Govern-
ment is in power or how badly it muddles.
1 suggest that now in the time of prosper-
ity—-as we may call it, hecause everyone
will be a slave to employment—ithe Gov-
ernment might consider setting up a com-
mission or committee to investigate the
possibilities of profiting from the mechan-
1sation which is our eivilisation, so that
we ean enjoy leisure and pleasure, with-
out makisg our main concern the burden
of a jobh, with all day to work at it. TIn
that connection I have in mind partienlarty
the primary industries and the men en-
gaged in primary production because they,
of all, have profited least. They have pro-
duced, hut what have they got for it?

Whereas 20 years ago a man on a wheat
farm. working with a team of horses and
a small plough. produced a given guantity
of wheat and bred a number of stock, to-
day his production from the same land is
considerably greater, though financially
and in his actual living he is worse off, Yes,
he is actuaily worse off, in spite of the fact
that he is producing at least 25 per cent.
more. This has saved him no labour and no
worry, but has rather added to his burden
of worry because it has added so greatly
to his costs, and demanded greater effort.

- One of the reasons for this is that our

basis of values is wrong. In this T might
cross swords with the member for Clave-
mont, or with our absent Minister for
Railways, when I say that the world has
made a mistake in adopting an unconsum-
able metal as a basis of value—a metal
which is of no use to us. If this Cham-
ber was full of gold, how many people
would it keep from starving?

The Minister for Lands: How many
people would be necded to keep it intact?

Mr, LESLIE: Tt would help to drown
people if it were tied round their necks,
but if this Chamber were full of wheat or
wool that would he really useful. The time
has arrived when we must base our values
on the goods that are necessary for the
people to live. Gold will met us nowhere.
There has been talk—I think partienlar
reference is made in this conneetion in
the report of the Royal Commission on
Rural Industries and it is one of the major
portions of that report with which T do
not agree—of resirieting production. In
my opinion we have never over-prodnced,
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and an analysis of the world’s population
and its consamption capacity will reveal
that the world does not—I do not say it
cannot—produce sufficient to feed all the
peoples of the world reasonably. To talk
of restricting production is wrong, but to
talk of altering our basis of distribution
is another matter, and that is one of the
problems which must be tackled in the
post-war period. A return to that order
of distributton which cxisted before,
where the primary producer was the play-
thing of the speculator, cannot he permitted.

That condition must disappear and ar-
rangements will have {o be made for the
man who produces to have the major say
in where and how his produce is disposed
of—the volume of production and as to
what bappens to it. That means that the
producer must take an interest in affairs
not only within the shoves of his own
country, but beyond the waters surround-
ing Australia. TUnless he does so he will
find himself in the position in which he
has been for years, merely the man who
comes hehind, but who at the same time
provides the wherewithal to keeyp the nation
going. A statement which I would like
to quote is one that I came across while
reading & book hy Julian Huxley. T think
it sums up the pesition as it existed and as
it will eontinue to exist if we persist in the
idea of reconstructing the old order. This
was after the last war, and Huxley says—

The promise of independence was only a

fading shadow. Economic liberty proved to
he an illusion. People now realised that they
were glaves moere than ever. As farmers they
were slaves without wages or even a living
standard, like the wage slaves were, slaves to
an unethical and unjust system, and the whole
lot, farmer, worker, and investor, were prisoners
in the elutches of some large impersonal econo-
mic foree, invisible, intangible and obscure, yet
all-powerful and scemingly beyond anybody’s
control.
To my mind that intangible and invisible
foree is the fact that our friends on the
other side are living in a day which is long
zone and are still working on ideas that
should be disearded, and which must be
changed if we are to progress. We must
have new construction and not reconstrue-
tion if we are to escape from slavery.

A matter which will interest this House
and the people of the State generally is
taxation. It is one of the things that keeps
us in slavery and whieh, if it is allowed
to continne as at present, will hold us down
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to the slavery which we now have. For the
vear ending June, 1944, the direct and in-
direct taxation per head of population for
Western Australia alone—based on the mean
population—was, Commonwealth £41 11s.
3d., and State £2 14s. 0d., or a total of £44
Gs. per head of the population. If we put that
on to the family unit of four—as the basic
wage in Western Australia is based on a
family of four—it totals £177 ds. per year
for that family unit, and the basic wage in
Western Australia is £4 19s. 11d. per week,
or approximately £260 per year. Yel we
talk of paying high wages! It is time that
we endeavoured to show people that it is
not what they are actually paid but the
valne of what they are paid that counts. A
£10 pay envelope is no use if we take £7
out of it in taxation.

Today we hear much of social services and
I think it will interest members to know how
muech each of them eontributes towards the
social services that are provided by a
beneficent Commonwealth, In the year end-
ing June, 1944, the amount paid out by the
Commonwealth Government for Western
Australia, per head of population, based on
the mean population—this actually repre-
sents the contribution made per head of the
population—was £3 3s. 1d. per year for in-
valid and old-age pensions, for child endow-
ment £1 18s. 4d., per head of population,
and for the widow’s pension 7s. 7d. per head
of population. Then there was the maternity
bonus, for which 2 total of £2,287,000 was
paid out, the number to whom the bonus
was paid in Western Australia being 10,439.
The Western Aunstralian percentage was .07
of the Commonwealth’s whole, or £160,090
out of £2,287,000. Tor Western Australia
this meant 6s. 8d. per head per year, and
with the other benefits totals £5 15s, 8d. per
head of populatoin that we receive in social
benefits for a taxation collection of £44 6s.

Mr. Triat: That is where figures ean lie.

Mr. LESLIE: They are sound good fig-
ures, The weckly contribution per head of
popalation, for the social benefits we enjoy
in Westorn Australia, was 2s. 2d. If we take
the family unit of four, on which the basie
wage is based, we find that the breadwinner
has paid £23 2s. 8d. per year or 8s. 10d. per
week for social benefits, War pensions and
war service pensions have not been included
in that. We thercfore paid £23 25, 84. per
family unit, out of £177, for social services.
In fview of the fact that so many of the
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people, under the present system, will never
enjoy the benefits of the social services,
owing to the application of the means test,
would it not be a good idea to place this
on a volontary basis? 1 am satisfied that
for a pavment of 8s. 10d. per week the aver-
age working man, and the average man no
matter what his class or occupation, would
be prepared voluntarily to insure himself
and his family against old age, and provide
a pension for his widow and endowment for
his children. He is paying this at present
but without a right to the benefits. The
£177 4s. paid per family unit compares with
£82 11s. 4d. per family unit which was the
taxation for the year 1939-40, the pre-war
period and pre-war taxation. Incidentally
I would remind members that these are the
figures for the year ending June, 1944. The
taxation ratio for 1941-45 has incereased eon-
siderably, so that the figure is mueh higher,
but those figures are not yet available to
me. .

If this high tazation is to continue we are
going to keep our people down to the slave
‘employment standard and it is unjust to
compel every individual to eontribute with-
out giving him the right—not as a charity,
but as a right—to partieipate in the bene-
fits to which he contributes. If we are not
prepared to do that let us put it on a volun-
tary basis so that any breadwinner or head
of a family unit who believes that he can
look after himself and his family throughout
his working life and provide for when he
reaches the age of 65, when he can no more
reasonably enjoy living as—

The Minister for Lands: Cut that out!
What age are you?

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister may be a
super man! Why not let such a man please
himself¢ If he thinks he ean look after him-
self, why not leave him free to do so, and
provide for a voluntary system of contribu-
tion? We-are told that the present high
taxation will continue. I am given to under-
stand that that will be so. There is cer-
tainly no promise that there will be any re-
duetion in taxation except perhaps to a very
small degree. 1 ask what in the world will
the State and Commonwealth Governments
do with the huge amount of money they re-
ceive and of which they return so little to
the people?

Mr. J. Hegney: Who told you that the
high taxation will continue?

Mr. Mann: Your own Prime Minister.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. SPEAKER ; OQrder!

Mr. LESLIE: Tt will interest members
to know where the taxation comes from. I
remind the House that the basic wage in
Western Australia is £260 a year and, ac-
cording to the Commonwealth Statistician’s
figures, the weighted average weekly rate of
wage in Western Australia for the vear
ended the 30th June, 1944, was £6 1s. Gd.
per week. That is the highest weighted
average weekly rate in the Commonwealth.
Do I hear memhers opposite say something
about tving ourselves up to the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court in view of that?

The Minister for Lands: Who suggested
that?

Mr, LESLIE: The faet remains that we
have the highest average weekly rate in
Western Australia. Out of an income of
£260 a ycar, the basic wage earner pays
an average of £22 16s. 11d., or only 5s. 9d.
less than he would have to pay as his con-
tribution to the soecial insuranee fund~ fromn
which he is not entitled to the benefits. He
would have to pay on a voluntary basis only
55, 9d. more and he would be entitled to
those benefits. Take the position of a man
who under existing conditions has paid this
amount for 20.or 30 years and has heen
thrifty; instead of wasting his substance,
he has spent it in the right direction, has
saved and ends up with a bank balance and
perhaps some property as well. He has

. eontributed all that money, and yet is not

entitled to any benefits—unless he becomes
a mendicant and begs for it. There is no
reason or justice in such a system. We can-
not leave the female out of the picture be-
eause she plays a very important part in
our scheme of things, too. The woman's
basic wage in this State at that period was
£140 a year, and out of that amount she had
to pay in direct taxation to the Common-
wealth £4 18s. 8d.

It is interesting to note that the weighted
average weekly rate of wage payable to
females in this State was £3 5s. 10d. a week.
In this instance it does not represent the
highest in the Commonwealth. Of that
taxation per head in Western Australia we
receive £5 15+ 5d. per bead of the popula-
tion in soeial benefits and the Common-
wealth Government has refunded to the State
Government £3 3s. 2d., or a total of £10
18<. 10A. which was refunded to Western
Australia per head of the papulation oot
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of £44 6s. paid to the Commonwealth. I
tlo not guibhle about that because the dif-
ference of £33 was devoted to the war effort
—and we have well and truly won the war.
Now, however, there requires to he a very
big difference in the incidence of taxation
levied in the post-war period. If the Com-
monwealth Government intends fo retnin
£33 per year per head of the population
of Western Australia, what will it do with
the wmoney?

Mr. J. Hegney: Make it pay for war
loans.

Myr. LESLIE: That can be done without
making the present generation alone pay
for it, partieularly as this generation was
not solely responsible for the war,

The Minister for Lands: Surely posterity
is not responsible.

Mr, LESLIE: But we want to make a
new world so that posterity will be prepared
‘to pay for the war and say that this genera-
tion has done a damned good job in the
results achieved. I hope I have given mem-
bers something to think about with regard
to the incidence of taxation. I trust that
the State Government will support endeav-
ours that will be made for the removal of
the means test which is applied under the
existing soeial benefits legislation. Cetting
away from taxation for a moment——

Mr. W. Hegney: I wish we could.

Mr. LESLIE: —I wish to deal with
drought matters and water difficulties. 1
raise that question despite the fact that at
present we have a superabundance of water,
and plenty is now flowing under the
bridges

The Minister for Works: And over the
bridges as well.

Mr. LESLIE: We are particularly in-
terested in the comprehensive water supply
scheme that is proposed.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about the water
that is falling now?

Mr. LESLIE: We had hoped that the
present rains would be availed of in connec-
tion with that scheme, but T am afraid we
shall not have the necessary catchments and
pipes laid down for a long time and, in the
meantime, there is still the danger of
droughis. My complaint in econnection with
the comprehensive water supply scheme is
that it is not proposed to apply it to all
the districts that it should cover. I make
that statement on the basis of the plan of
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the scheme that I have inspected. In the
north-eastern and northern portions of the
Mt. Marshall electorate the farm economy
has changed arbitrarily—wisely or unwisely
—at the dictates of the Government, and the
properties have hecome grazing proposi-
tions. It is a low rainfall area where con-
servation of water is an essential. The peo-
ple there are deserving of adequate water
supplies seeing that they are now going in
for stock raising. In the ecircumstonces, I
urge the Minister to look at the plan of the
scheme again so that he may appreciate the
urgency of the representations of the people
in that district and direet his engineers to
ascertain whether it is not possible to in-
clude those portions as well, I think it can
be done quite casily beeause in that area
there are innumerable excellent rock ecafch-
ments that could be dammed up and the
water reticulated to wherever is necessary,
similar to the No. 1 or Barbalin scheme.

In connection with the No. 1, or Barbalin
Water Supply Scheme, which has been in-
stalled to serve portions of that district, if
the Minister would take a run along the
pipelice he would see what would appear to
be & long convoy of porcupines. That would
he the vast number of sticks standing out
from the pipes where they have been used to
plug up holes, Those pipes are badly cor-
roded and leaking, and are totally inadequate
in size to meet the present demunds on the
scheme for water. As the provision of the
comprehensive water scheme would not seem
to be possible until a considerable period
has elapsed, T ask the Minister to consider
giving almost a first priority to the recon-
ditioning of the scheme and the laying down
of new and much larger pipes where they
are so urgently needed. Reverting to farm-
ing operations again, I must mention the
question of manpower. We were disap-
pointed to find that among the releases that
the Commonwealth Qovernment announced
recently less than 100 were to be made avail-
able to the farming areas, At any rate, that
is what I have heen given to understand.

The manpower position in the agricultural
areas has been extremely difficult and, as
far as I ean discover, it is little short of
chaotic. More sympathetie consideration
should be given to relieving the manpower
difficnlties of people in the outback areas,
There have been many instances where sym-
pathetic consideration has been deserved
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but they have failed to receive it. While I
was pleased to join with other members in
cxpressing our gratitude to the Fighting
Services for the saerifiees made during the
wat, I must also bear in mind that many
have made considerable sacrifices on the
Home TFroot. One particular case was
brought to my notice. In its extremeness
it vannot he regarded as entirely typical
but from the standpoint of hardship and
diffienlties it ecan be classed as typical of
many similar cases. I would like to read
a portion of a letter I received dealing with
the position- of the late Mr. Tom Hesford
of Minnivale, who applied for the release
of one of his three sons from the Armvy.
The letter reads—

The position ag I remember it iz that we
ploned the Manpower Officer at Northam with
an urgent request that the matter be given
the ntmost expediency and also gave all details
and told him should he want any further de-
tails we would immediately supply them.

I am satisfied he treated the matter as ur-
gent but someone up higher just thought he
would be a bit clever and slow it down.

There was a little confusion eoncerning two
brothers, one Tom and the other G.8., but M.
Hesford did net mind which of the three boys
got out as the work, as we told the manpewer
officer at Northam, was killing him as he was
73 vears of age and three hoys were in the
Forces,

As you know Mr. Hesford collapsed while
milking his cows on the 11th August and died
on the 12th of heart failure accentuated by
hard work.

While he was bad we got the loeal dector to
wire the Army and one hoy was released and
got here after a lot of trouble on Monday,
August 13th, at & pm,

Or more than a day after his father had
died as the result of hard work, owing to
the unsympathetic attitude of whomever it
was that was responsible for holding up
an urgent request in the manpower office.
KNow, this is the tragedy of it-—

On Sunday, August 19th, the Army eame up
from Northam to get details of what boys were
in the Army to obtain compnssionate leave for
them.

A week afterwards, the Army officers went
up to investigate the urgeney of the case
and to ascertain whether rompassionate
leave could reasonably be granted to one
of the hoys to assist his old father who,
by that time, had been five days under the
ground! The member for East Perth says
it is tragic and I agree with him. I maintain
that wunless the manpower question is

[ASSEMBLY.]

handled diffevently from the way in which it
is handled now, there will be even greater
tragedies. I have said previously, and I
repeat it, that the men arve not going to
remain in ¢amp pow that the war is over
and allow tragedies to occur. They will do
something drastic abont it.

Mr. Holman: But has not the Army the
last say?

Mr. LESLIE: I know it has. But in
this case the manpower authorities were
evidently to blame for the delay.

Mr., Holman: Make certain of that, be-
eaunse the Army has the last say.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: But the Army will not
take action unless a recommendation is
made to it by the manpower authorities.
It is necessary for the manpower authori-
ties to act first, from what I can ascertain.
In this casc they failed to take the urgent
action necessary.

I wish tn say something about the season
we are enjoying, or are not enjoying, ac-
cording {0 people’s tastes and ideas, at the
present time. Our season, as members are
aware, opened splendidly. Unfortunately,
owing to lack of farm machinery and trac-
tive power, farmers were unable to take
advantage of the good opening and put in
all the erops nnd do all the work they
really desired to do. Their difficulties were
accentuated by the fact that there was—to
deseribe it eharvitably—muddle in the deliv-
ery and despatech of fuel supplies und
super. The result is that very large areas
which today should be benefiting from the
copious rains are lying uncvopped and idle.
That is a tragedy, too, and 1 think it eould
have been overcome had the problem been
tackled in the richt way.

T aimn aware that the Premier, when Min-
ister for Lands, did make representations
to the ¥ederal authorities in conneetion
with machinery, but unfortunately his re-
presentations were no more successful ap-
parently than were mine or thoge of mem-
hers on this side of the House. T had a
message during the height of the season
from the Federal Minister for Commerce
{Mr. Scully) in which he informed me that
hecause of drouzht eonditions in the East-
ern States, farmers there were receiving
preference and tke machinery was being
diverted to their use. Apparently, Mr.
Senlly was unaware of the faet that
drought conditions also prevailed in West-
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ern Australia, or perhaps he did not appre-
ciate the necessity for giving us a fair and
a reasonable spin such as the farmers in
the Eastern States were getting. That is
another instance in whieh I can agree with
one of the members on the opposite side
of the Chamber. In this case the Deputy
Premier is reported to have remarked that
the Western Australian public should be
warned of the faet that the Eastern States
were only too ready to rob Western Austra-
lia. Evidently, that applies to the highest as
well as to the lowest. I commend the Min-
ister for drawing our attention to that
fact.

I hope some effort will be made early to
overcome the difficulties with respect to
farming requircments during the coming
year. Tt is regreitable that the present
rains are deing & certain amount of dam-
age to crops, in my area at all events,
While the damage is net extensive, unless
we get some warm weather I am afraid we
shall have to suggest to the Government
that it take aetion to change our present
meteorologist and secure another who will
do better! With respect to the rains and
floods, I hope the Minister for Works will
put the hard word on the Treasurer—who
I hope will not be as parsimonious as his
pradecesror—for a grant to the local gov-
erning authorities to assist them in meet-
ing some of the expense which they will
have to incur to repair damage done by
floods. In my own district I know of seve-
ral roads which have been washed away
and of bridges that have been destroyed.
As these roads are not declared main roads,
the Joeal governing authorities will have to
do the necessary repairs ont of the small
finanee available to them. It is only rea-
sonable in such eases that the Government
should assist in bearing part at least of
the cost of putting those roads in reason-
able repair.

There is another matter T wish to bring
up. T asked the Premier a question tonight
as to when the report of the honorary Royal
Commission on Vermin will be avaiiable.
I. with others, am somewhat disappointed
that the report, although it has been in
the hands of the Government since some
time in May, has not been made available
to members, or to road boards or to the
publie. I know that local governing autbo-
rities are, as it were, standing by wsaiting
to learn the contents of the report. They

are not aware of its contents; neither am

‘L. From statements made to me by respon-

sible people, I learn that the local govern-
ing bodies appear to be convinced, or they
have formed the opinion or impression,
that the members of the Royal Commission
did a very fine job. They base that opi-
nion on the exhauslive investigations which
the commission conducted, and eonsequently
they believe it will speak with authority.
They are looking forward to reeeiving the
report.

While the previous Minister for Agri-
culture had several months to eonsider the
report, it would now appear that we shall
have to wait several months longer until
the new Minister has had time to consider
it. T suggest, and I do not consider it un-
reasonable, that the members of this House
might have the opportnnity, simultaneously
with the Minister, to consider the report.
When all is said and done, I doubt that he
ean do anything in the matter until such
time as he is authorised to do so by the
House, and it will save time if the report
is made available to us and to the local
governing authorities, so that the Iatter
may at least get some idea of the recom-
mendations of the Commission and plan ae-
cordingly. If this course is not followed,
it may he that another 12 months will
elapse before we ean act upon the recom-
mendations of the Commission,

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourped at 8.36 p.m.

Tegislative Corncil.

Thursday, 23rd August, 1945.

Tage

Address-in-reply, eleventh day 327

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. E. H. H. HALL {Central) [4.36]:

Myr. President, in common with other mem-
hers, T desire to express my grateful thanks



